THE NINETIES AND JOHN LANE

THERE have been a good many books about " the
Nineties/' but none satisfactory until this one,
The Beardsley Period, by Osbert Burdett. Mr.
Holbrook Jackson's was a useful compilation,
summarising the work of a great many authors;
the other treatises have been less complete than
his, and no more critical, Mr. Osbert Burdett,
at last, has attempted to define precisely what is
meant by the term, and to explain precisely what
led to the attitude, It is one of the ablest, most
amusing, and most excellently written works of
criticism which has been published for years, and
if its author betrays more sympathy with the
movement and more admiration for some of its
lesser artists than most of us feel inclined to
grant, it is only such a man who could have put
the case for it well, or would have been moved
{o put the case for it at all.

In spite of his title, Mr. Burdett explains at
the very start that " the nineties is not a period,
but a point of view," and it is this point of view
which he endeavours to expound and explain.
Many great artists were living in the " Beardsley
period " who cannot be said to have belonged to
it, though the influences which played upon it
moved them also* Mr. Bridges, Mr. Kipling, Mr,
Hardy, Henry James, Meredith, lived through
the time, but are hardly kin to Beardsley and
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